
Eastern Florida State College

Honors Council Meeting Minutes

April 16, 2016

Attendees: CJ Baker-Shverak, Marina Baratian, Maureen Groome, Lauren Houchin, 
David Houk, Sharon Kline, Dr. Steven Long, Shai Neumann, Ray Roberts, Dr. Ashley 
Spring, Dr. Wayne Stein, Gage Sasenick, Ashley Routh.

 The meeting minutes of the March 15, 2016 Council meeting were reviewed.  Marina 
Baratian made a motion to accept the minutes and Gage Sasenick seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

 Dr. Stein gave an overview of a meeting that was held with leadership from the 
union.  The meeting addressed concerns and pursuing initiatives to create 
transparency of the Honors Program.  One of those is to create an Honors Handbook 
that will contain all the criteria for being an instructor and student in the Honors 
program, and associated program policies and procedures.  Basically, it will be a 
single-source document covering all aspects of the Honors Program at EFSC.  
Maureen Groome volunteered to take the lead on this and will incorporate it as a 
project for her Honors students.  The goal is to have a draft handbook ready for 
Council review, edit, and approval by the start of the fall 2016 term.  Once the 
Handbook is completed, it could be made accessible through the Honors Program 
website or Canvas Learning Management System.

 As an update to our previous Honors Council meeting, we will continue to refer to 
ourselves as a “council” rather than a “committee” since our group falls outside the 
dictates of the collective bargaining agreement.

 The Foundation, through the generous offer of director Jennie Kriete, is giving $400 
towards the cost of the Convocation Dinner.  Pappagallos will provide the food for 
the event.  Volunteers are needed to help with the set up at the King Center Rotunda.  

 Under the terms of past discussions with AAC, the Council needs to provide a liaison 
faculty member to attend the AAC meetings.   We are requesting a volunteer from the 
Council to fulfill this requirement.  

 Council membership factors were discussed.  Although no final decisions were 
reached, there were inputs to consider composition for the Council to be one faculty 
member from each campus, one from each of the Associate of Arts degree discipline 
clusters, one advisor, and one student from each campus.  Also, there should be some 
allowance for having adjunct faculty members if no full time faculty volunteer for 
upcoming vacancies.  Term limits were proposed to be set at two years, unless no one 
applies for a coming vacancy, at which point the incumbent could serve an additional 
term.  All of this will be specified and regulated by the Council Handbook when 
completed and ratified by the full Council membership.

 Regarding the Honors website and Canvas site, the consensus of the Council was to 
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limit duplication of information as much as possible.  This will make keeping both 
sites current and accurate more manageable.  The website would focus on the Honors 
Program promotion and recruitment, and the Canvas site for administrative record 
keeping and documentation, e.g. meeting minutes, list of approved instructors, etc.).

 A question was asked about the status of the Melbourne Honors Lounge.  AP Roberts 
advised the Council that there are plans underway to have a lounge established by the 
fall 2016 term.

 There was a question about establishing an Honors Scholarship program within the 
EFSC Foundation.  That item was tabled pending further research into the possibility 
of setting one up.

Ray Roberts

Associate Director
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