
Eastern Florida State College 
Honors Council Meeting Minutes 

January 20, 2017 
 

Attendees: Lee Bailey, Marina Baratian, Maureen Groome, David Houk, Shai Neumann, Sharon 
Kline, Karyn Ott, Kathy Patria, Ray Roberts, Dr. Ashley Spring, Dr. Wayne Stein, Gage Sasenick, 
Scott Sowards 
 

1.  The meeting was called to order at 09:05 a.m. with welcoming remarks from Dr. Stein. 

2.  Meeting Minutes Review 

The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and a motion was made to approve.   

Motion: Marina Baratian/Second: Gage Sasenick.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

3.  Old Business/Faculty Honors Certification 

There is a level of uncertainty as to which faculty were certified through the Honors Council to teach 
Honors courses.  Based on faculty records at HR, there seems to be incomplete or incorrect 
information on file.  In the past, the HR credentialing process did not require an academic 
department to confirm Honors Council certification before listing Honors courses on the instructor’s 
approved course list.  We will discuss further action on this at our next meeting.  Status: Open. 
 

4.  Honors Faculty Certification & Board Member Approvals 

The Honors Council approved the following by unanimous vote done via email: 

 -  Honors Faculty Certification: (see certification documents in the Honors Program folder) 

 -  Honors Council Board Member/Student Representative: Scott Sowards 

 

5.  Honors Couse Deletion Request 

The Business Cluster requested deletion of the Honors ECO 2013 & 2023 courses because the 
courses require updating but have not made in years due to low enrollments that resulted in 
cancellation.  After discussing the pros and cons of doing the rewrite, a motion was made by to 
delete the courses. 

Motion: Maureen Groome/Second: Dr. Ashley Spring.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

6.  HUM 1020H Revision 

A discussion about the construct of the course by Lee Bailey, Karyn Ott and Dr. David Simmons 
centered on the deviation of the course content from current Honors Course standards.  There was a 
consensus that the course was developed according to previous standards/guidance at the time it was 
written, although the requirements were not as specific/structured as they are now with the 
development of the Honors Program Handbook.  Dr. Simmons was of the opinion that it would be 



difficult to rewrite the course in time to have it available for the Fall 2017 term and that the State 
was coming down with new guidelines for the course in November. 

Dr. Spring volunteered to work with Dr. Simmons to complete the Honors Course Council Review 
Form (Appendix C in the new handbook).  The form will then be sent electronically to AP Roberts 
who will forward it to the Council for a virtual vote via email. 

 

7. Honors Contract 

The Honors Council considered a recommendation that the EFSC Honors Program incorporate an 
Honors Contract option to allow students who enroll in regular classes to be able to “contract” with 
the instructor to do Honors type coursework and earn Honors credits towards the Honors Diploma or 
Honors Affiliate designation at graduation.  The Council reviewed the program used by Santa Fe 
College.  Prior to the meeting, the proposal was discussed with the EFSC Registrar’s office.  Several 
problems were identified with an Honors Contract option: 

a. Students must be accepted into the Honors Program in advance which has entry 
requirements.  Once accepted, the student is entered into Banner with an Honors code.  Only 
students so designated are able to enroll in Honors classes, which have the H suffix.  The Honors 
Contract option uses regular courses so there would be no control on entry and would require an 
extensive manual monitoring and screening process. (Registrar) 

b. Student graduation requirements are tracked by those courses taken with the H suffix.  There 
is no practical method to track Honors Contract courses for graduation requirements. (Registrar) 

c. The need to place Honors students in regular classes is superseded by the “cross-listing” 
option in Banner which allows the same instructor at the same time and place to be assigned to 
different classes.  Thus the instructor can have both a regular section and an Honors section of 
the course in the same classroom.  

d. By cross-listing, there is no need for an Honors Contract.  The Honors students would have 
their own Honors version of the syllabus that would specify all Honors work required. 

A motion was made not to incorporate the Honors Contract option into the EFSC Honors Program 
and to instead use the cross-listing option.  The students will be given a separate Honors syllabus for 
the course when using this combined class option.   

Motion: Dr. Ashley Spring/Second: Kathy Patria.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

8.  Convocation Dinner 

Attendance by Honors Program faculty at the Convocation Dinners has been noticeably low, and 
graduating Honors Program student attendance has been down somewhat too.  The consensus was 
that we needed to find a better part of the term to hold the dinner and to limit the number of dinners 
held each academic year.  A motion was made to only do one Convocation Dinner at the end of the 
Spring Term and hold it on the Friday at the end of Finals Week. 

Motion: Dr. Ashley Spring/Second: Lee Bailey.  The motion passed with 7 for, 1 against, 3 abstain. 

 



9.  Honors Program Requirements Listed in the Handbook 
There is currently no minimum grade requirement listed in the new Honors Program Handbook for 
Honors courses.  Depending on a student’s total course work, some of the Honors courses could be 
listed against the Electives requirement, and a grade of “D” or better is all that is required for credit.  
A motion was made that a minimum grade of “C” is required to get credit for an Honors course to 
meet Honors Program requirements for receipt of the Honors Diploma or Honors Affiliate 
designation at graduation. 

Motion: Dr. Ashley Spring/Second: Shai Neumann.  The motion passed with 8 for and 3 against. 

 

10.  Webmaster for Honors Program Canvas Site 

The Honors Program Canvas site will be used as the repository for Honors documents, 
announcements, and information. A motion was made that the student members of the Council 
would do the site maintenance and that a Council faculty member would provide administrative 
oversight.  Scott Sowards (student) and Maureen Groome (faculty) were nominated for those 
positions. 

Motion: Lee Bailey/Second: Marina Baratian.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

11.  Other Business 

Creating a matrix that shows all the Honors course offerings at all the campuses each term was 
discussed.  Maureen Groome said she would spearhead this initiative. 

 

12.  Next Meeting Date  

The next meeting date TBD 

 

13.  Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 

 

Ray Roberts 
Associate Director 
EFSC Honors Program 
 


