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Course Accessibility Checklist 

This checklist is designed to assist faculty in evaluating courses for adherence to applicable accessibility standards. 
Each item represents an expectation for accessible online courses.  

Review each item and designate whether the course being evaluated incorporates the expectation (YES), does not 
(NO), or if the expectation does not apply to this course (N/A).  

Item to Check: YES NO N/A 

Ally report has been checked in the Canvas course. 

Issues for Canvas content listed in the Ally report have been fixed.

Issues found in files listed in the Ally report have been fixed. 

All files ( i.e Word documents, PDFs, PowerPoints, etc.) have been checked 
for accessibility using various application accessibility checkers. 

File names are concise, generally limited to 20-30 characters, do not contain 
special characters, and makes the content of the file clear. 

A separate accessible version of the file has been provided when there is no 
other way to make the content accessible. 

All instructional materials utilize recommended Sans Serif (i.e., Verdana, Arial, 
Tahoma, Helvetica, or Calibri) at a minimum font size of 12.  

Accurate, synchronized closed captions or transcripts are provided for all 
audio and video materials. 

All instructional materials refrain from using flashing/flickering text and/or 
animated text.  

All images, grouped images, and non-text elements that convey information 
have meaningful alternative-text descriptions. 

Complex images (i.e., charts and graphs) have descriptive text or audio 
description near the image (perhaps as a caption). 
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Item to Check: YES NO N/A 
Color contrast ratio between foreground text and background color is at least 
4.5:1. 

Color alone is not used for emphasis within text. Make text bold and/or italics 
in addition to using color. 

Documents and content pages refrain from using blank cells or spaces. 

Heading styles are organized in a hierarchal and logical fashion, with 
consecutive headings (i.e., no missing heading levels h1-h6). 

Tables are only used to communicate tabular data (i.e. tables are not used 
solely for page layout and formatting purposes). 

Proper row and/or column table heading structure is used in all tables. 

All tables have a logical reading order from left to right, top to bottom. 
Header rows repeat across pages if the table is multiple pages. 

All URLs contain descriptive hyperlinks (i.e., avoid generic phrases like “Click 
Here” and instead use phrases that let the user know where they will be 
redirected if they follow the link). 

All URLs link to correct Web destinations (i.e. no broken links). 

All included web sites have been evaluated for accessibility. 
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